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Well if you have not 
got your Spring Clas-
sic Entry form in by 
now it is too late. 
 
As anticipated with 
such a popular and 
well organized event 
it was always going 
to fill up very fast. 
 
However it does not 
mean you have to 
miss out on all the 
action and the fun.  
Everyone is invited to 
come along on the 
day and watch some 
of the best long-
boarders compete.  
 
Donôt forget the great 
raffle too.   There are 
too many prizes to 
list here so please 
have a look at the 
Spring Classic Sec-
tion in this newsletter 
for all the informa-
tion. 
 
The Presentation 
and the After Party 
are not to be missed 
so please come and 
long and rock to the 
tunes of Isaac Pad-
don and the Tides. 
 
 

We will have Long-
board Pale Ale on 
tap so come  and 
have a few cold 
beers and enjoy. 
 
Everything is ready 
to go for the big day. 
 
For all the up to date 
information go to the 
clubôs website and 
check out the Spring 
Classic Information 
page. 
 
Well the August Club 
Round was one not 
to be missed.  What 
a great day except 
for John Wonhamm 
who snapped his 
board in the last heat 
of the day. 
It was so much eas-

ier for the set up and 
pack up with the 
trailer down near the 
walkway.  Who can  
suggested it, you are 
brilliant. 
 
I have been very 
busy constantly up-
dating the clubôs 
website to keep eve-
ryone informed on 
the latest news on 
the Spring Classic. 
 
I have enjoyed being 
able to update the 
website without all 
the hassle of doing it 
through a third party. 
 
Just call me the 
SSMC webmaster. 
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One big change you should 
have all noticed is the addi-
tion of Facebook on the web-
site. 

I encourage all members to 
join FACEBOOK, and then 
become a fan of Southside 
Malibu Club Cronulla.  We 
already have quite a number 
of fans and join the club. 
 
I have found this is the easi-
est way to get everyone  in-
formed.  It is fast and free to 
use. 
 
A long time supporter of our 
club is Quiver Kaddy.  This 
product is excellent.  You 
may have noticed me using 
one to transport all the 
boards the Japp Family use 
at each club round down onto 
the beach.   
 

Wow. It has made my jo so 
much easier. 

Presidentôs Column continued 

Another member who uses 
one is Tony Boyd.  And con-
gratulations to Tony for finish-
ing in 6th Place at the Austra-
lian Longboard Titles at Port 
Macquarie last week. 
 GREAT EFFORT mate.   
 
Also well done to Doug Toby 
for making it to the Aussies 
as well.  You both have done 
the club proud. 

See you all soon or later at 
Round 8, 6.30am, Sunday 30 
August 2009. 

 

If not see you at the Spring 
Classic. 

 

Peter Japp - Club President  

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000005881512


Photos from our NEW sponsor Oceanart. 
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Vice Presidentôs Column 

Greetings and salutations to 
all and sundry who subscribe 
to reading these electronically 
generated pages each month 
and have a passion for surfing 
the waves of the ocean with a 
preference for a longboard as 
their ve-hickle of choice. Com-
ing up with an original greeting 
each month is becoming more 
and more challenging!! 
 
What a great club round we 
had for August, or dare I say 
August part one as we have 
Septembers round in the last 
weekend of August as a result 
of the Spring Classic, if that 
makes sense. What started as 
a fairly cold morning with a 
mixed bag of conditions and 
swell, turned into a pretty de-
cent day on the sand and in 
the water - with a great choice 
of a bank for the day. Consid-
ering some of the negative 
comments directed at the 
choice of bank last year, 
seems that the bank selection 
in 2009 has either been better 
or some are becoming more 
accepting of what a task it is to 
get THE bank right for the day. 
Top marks to 'the feather' for 
this.  
 
A big thank you to Justin Rip-

pon for shouting the Club/
Members on the day to eggs, 
juices, bread and milk. The 
juices were sensational as 
was the rest of the offerings on 
the day. Seems like our sup-
plier of these items in future 
will be Justin and all I need to 
get is the halal bacon!! By the 
beard of the Prophet - praise 
be to Justin. 
 
As we approach the Spring 
Classic and the next Club 
round at the end of this month, 
I thought I might just raise a 
point or two in relation to pub-
lic perceptions of our club and 
how we can keep these in the 
positive realm via the PA on 
the day. The following are my 
observations, having been the 
commentator of the day for the 
last few years. 
 
If you have been a member of 
the club for a few years or 
more, it would be true to say 
that the nature of our Club 
rounds and the Spring Classic 
has changed somewhat. A 
decade ago, the Spring Clas-
sic was indicative of many an-
nual longboard comps - lots of 
fun, a chance to catch up with 
people from around the place 
and surf against them in a so-
cial- amateur and not overly 
cut-throat competitive atmos-
phere, get a t-shirt of the 
event, have a few beers etc. 
It's essentially the same today 
but if you compare the scale 
and nature of last years Clas-
sic to those of ten years ago, 
they are vastly different in 
terms of their presentation, 

scale and overall increaed 
slickness. It's just a sign of the 
times and certainly not a criti-
cism of past Classic events, 
organisers or committees. 
 
I always remember when the 
music/PA consisted of horn 
type speakers and an amp run 
off a car battery powering my 
CD player from home - it was 
great for the time but we have 
certainly made quantum leaps 
in terms of last years PA and 
associated infrastructure. The 
scale and nature of some 
things have changed but some 
aspects of human nature have 
not.....hence, the reason be-
hind the next couple of para-
graphs. 
 

I think it was the 2002 Spring 
Classic - tallying, T-shirt sales 
and me and my CD collection 
and microphone were all in the 
same tent. Firstly, if myself or 
anyone else is talking on the 
microphone could people 
please WAIT TILL THE MI-
CROPHONE is TURNED OFF 
before telling me what they 
need to tell me or want an-
nounced.  

The system from last year was 
extremely powerful, as was 
the microphone, so it all goes 
out there and IS picked up. I 
try to put on a relatively pro-
fessional image for the club on 
the day on a few levels and 
would appreciate people being 
mindful of WHEN THE MI-
CROPHONE IS ON. 
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Vice Presidentôs Column continued 

 
Secondly, most people give 
favourable feedback in relation 
to the music mix on the day 
and I appreciate this...Lord 
knows I try to get it right. Mu-
sic IS such an individualistic 
type of thing, so I've always 
tried for the middle ground and 
quirky stuff which I think will 
work at the various times 
troughout the day and it is a 
long day. 
 
 Last year for the early part of 
the morning we heard Andre 
Bocelli, Herb Alpert and a 
fairly MOR mix as most people 
are just having a walk, cuppa 
or waking up...besides I don't 
want to have us barred from 
having music and am sensitive 
to the local residents needs as 
well. As the day progressed, 
so did the tempo and volume 
of the music although at one 
point I put on a good slab of, 
lets call it AMBIENT music be-
cause that's what the mood 
was like at the point in time on 
that warm day.  
 
Sitting where I sit , I see the 
passing parade ALL day and 
have a fairly good handle of 
what's going on in and around 
the competition area. I have 
playlists ready but I do mix it 
up when the need arises -
example: The Godfather 
theme playing whilst asking 
surfers to move up the beach - 
it gets a laugh and more im-
portantly...works. 
 
If you have suggestions for 
music, please refer to my first 

point and don't call out - 'This 
is crap..play some 'Stones' 
whilst the microphone is on!! 
Apart from the audible yelling, 
if the microphone picks it up, it 
sound very unprofessional to 
say the least and the person 
yelling it out has a cackle but it 
is the Club's image which 
comes off second best. In-
stead, put it in writing or send 
a potential playlist via email/
USB and I can run with it in 
2010, but I don't play stuff I 
have not heard before, so I 
need to listen to it first. 
 
If you go to some comps, a lot 
of the music is Beach Boys or 
retro surf music which I do feel 
has its place at an event like 
ours but not ALL day. I try to 
keep it fairly eclectic and var-
ied cause that's what the 
crowd walking past all day is. 
As I noted last year the high-
light of my day last year, apart 
from the first couple of beers 
at days end, was when two 
elderly ladies walked up to the 
tent and enquired if they could 
buy the CD of the music we 
were playing. They had obvi-
ously heard me spruiking Is-
sac Paddon's CD but the song 
that they had heard and were 
after was Roy Rogers and the 
Pioneers singing 'Don't fence 
me in.'!!! 
 
This year I have some 'new' 
music and will run with a lot of 
the stuff played last year be-
cause it worked for our com-
petitors and the general public. 
I intend on counting down 
heats provided I have an accu-

rate clock and doing some 
commentary of heats but am 
aware of the monotony of an 
endless diatribe and dribble 
filling the air - music is better. 
As always humour and current 
events and personalities will 
figure strongly and I will not 
allow anyone to come across 
aurally in a substandard man-
ner. So if you do end up talk-
ing on the microphone, I'll pos-
sibly give you some cues and/
or direction to this end. 
 
In a nutshell, I'll do my utmost 
to project a good sound image 
for the Club on the day, but 
would ask that in your own 
way, assist me in doing so un-
interrupted. I hope this made 
sense and does not put any 
noses out of joint, but I AM 
ACCUSTOMED TO PUBLIC 
SPEAKING so leave it to me!! 
 
Here's hoping that the weather 
on the day is just as great as 
last year but the swell and 
conditions are cleaner and 
hold out all day. If you need 
clarification for my spiel 
above, come up and have a 
chat at the next club round, I 
will diplomatically expand and 
provide further examples to 
support my case!! This has not 
been a gripe more like how we 
can make things better! 
 
Cheers - Tony Babic  
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Girlôs on Board at SSMC 
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August Club Round Photos by Ian Morton (Club Photographer) 
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